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Opinion

Bridging our community divide

There is a growing
sense of a divide in Amer-
ica.

A divide between the
educated and those with-
out access to higher edu-
cation; between those
with ample food on the
table each night and those
whose next meal is uncer-

tain; between those who
are citizens and those
who are undocumented;
between those who are
among the working poor
and the wealthy.

We have a choice to
watch this divide frac-
ture further or to work
to bridge it. The Social
Justice Fund for Ventura
County works to build
bridges in our community.

History has shown that
a thriving middle class is
associated with both pros-
perity and stability. The
middle-class economic
engine has, time and again,
provided the disposable
income to power our econ-
omy and to satisfy the aspi-
rations of those who work
hard for their families

In fact, the two ends of
the spectrum, wealthy or
poor, hungry or fed, need
each other and have an in-
terest in coming closer to-
gether. Granted, this may
not be apparent or wel-
come but the fact is we are
in this world together and
we will go further with
each other than by fighting
each other. We can build
bridges.
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Primitive bridges pre-
date the earliest civiliza-
tions. They provided then
and they provide now a
means to overcome ob-
stacles, valleys and rivers.
Bridges can be stunningly
simple —ahand extended
in support as you scram-
ble on a fallen tree over a
stream — or stunningly
complex, requiring years
of planning and intimate
knowledge of the sur-
rounding environment.

A bridge is a time hon-
ored way of bringing two
lands or communities
together. And, building a
bridge is best done from
both sides of a chasm,
working toward a care-
fully plotted meeting in
the middle.

The bridges we build in
our community can be as
simple as an outstretched
hand offering support at
a crucial moment or as
complex as a partnership
involving the community,
nonprofits and govern-
ment agencies over the
span of a generation.

The Social Justice Fund
is actively working to
bridge the divide in our
community. It is an 8-year-
old organization, which
has raised and then invest-
ed more than $350,000 in

immigration, sustainable
transportation, access to
higher education, youth
leadership and many other
causes that advance op-
portunity and justice for
all.

We connect farmworker
women, marriage-equality
advocates, affluent donors,
veterans of the civil rights
movement, environmen-
tal activists, farmers and
immigrant youth. We
connect people, organiza-
tions and movements by
creating a conversation
about justice, developing
young leaders and funding
a growing community of
grass-roots groups.

Qur grants program
supports activists in Ox-
nard, Fillmore and across
Ventura County to im-
prove access to safe streets
and parks, transportation
and a clean environment,
fight for wage equity and
farmworker justice and to
develop the next genera-
tion of young leaders.

The Social Justice Fund
is advancing the conversa-
tion on justice. We amplify
the voices of those most
affected by injustice and
we explain the economic,
environmental and ra-
cial issues facing Ventura
County.

We foster collabora-
tive activism connecting
donors, activists and the
professionals working to
improve the lives of those
who live in our shadows.

And we invest in local, in-
novative and motivating
social change efforts often
focusing on our youth, the
next generation of leaders.

Next Sunday, May 4,
nearly 200 donors, activ-
ists and advocates will
gather at the historic Ca-
marillo Ranch House for
a fundraising brunch that
will explore these themes.
Actor and activist Martin
Sheen will provide the
keynote remarks and the
fund’s executive director
Angeles Small will discuss
social justice in Ventura
County.

A fewyears ago, ayoung
Pakistani teenager, Malala
Yousafzai, was targeted
because of her advocacy
for girls and. education.
Her concern was for those
who could not be heard,
the people in her commu-
nity. In her words, “I raise
my voice not so'that I can
shout, but so that those
without a voice can be
heard.”

The Social Justice Fund
is laying a careful foun-
dation, on both sides of
a divide that will build
a bridge for all people,
heard and unheard, to
last for generations. To
learn more, go to WwWWw.
socialjusticefundvc.org.
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